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Principles to guide the implementation process1

These principles are further explored throughout the ‘Guidelines for Primary Schools Supporting Pupils with Special
Educational Needs in Mainstream Schools’ and should inform a whole-school approach to provision for pupils with
special educational needs.
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‘Guidelines for Primary Schools Supporting Pupils with Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Schools, 2017: p.5
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Continuum of Support2
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Developing a student support plan is the outcome of a problem solving process, involving school staff, parent(s)/
guardian(s) and the student. We start by identifying concerns, we gather information, we put together a plan and
we review it.

Continuum of Support in Practice
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Guidelines for Primary Schools Supporting Pupils with Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Schools, 2017: p.8
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Classroom Support Process3
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Special Educational Needs - A Continuum of Support (Guidelines for Teachers), 2007, p.16
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School Support Process4
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Special Educational Needs - A Continuum of Support (Guidelines for Teachers), 2007, p.26
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School Support Plus Process5
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Special Educational Needs - A Continuum of Support (Guidelines for Teachers), 2007, p.36
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Target-setting as part of the problem-solving framework6
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Guidelines for Primary Schools Supporting Pupils with Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Schools, 2017: p.28
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Reflective Template Collaborative Relationships
Sample Team Teaching Weekly/Fortnightly Reflection

Meeting times to organise and discuss Team Teaching
are adhered to
Team Teaching colleagues equally share and engage in
planning and preparation of materials
Team Teaching colleagues are clear about their roles at
each phase
Team Teaching colleagues are clear about the purpose
of engaging in Team Teaching
Team Teaching colleagues have equitable teaching
roles in the classroom for teaching and assessing
students
Team Teaching colleagues are clear about individual
pupil targets during the TT lessons
Team Teaching colleagues communicate openly and
reflect on how the TT is progressing
Opportunities exist for team teaching colleagues to
share good practice and strategies to promote inclusion
for students with SEN
A variety of appropriate team teaching models are
utilised to maximise student learning
Students consider all team teaching partners have
equal status
There is clarity among all team teaching colleagues as
to the nature and purpose of homework given during
team teaching lessons
Team teaching colleagues adapt and make changes to
the organisation and implementation of team teaching
arising from regular reflection on the process
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Consistently

Usually

Sometimes

Elements of Successful Team Teaching Partnerships

Rarely

(Teachers can adapt as necessary to suit their context)

Models of Team Teaching
Station Teaching










Lead and Support Teaching




Heavily dependent on personnel
Teachers divide the responsibility of planning and instruction
Clear learning focus is important
Pupils rotate from stations, either on the same day or on the next day of
team teaching. With younger pupils they often rotate within the same day
but older pupils might rotate over the duration of a week.
Professional engagement
Increased instructional intensity and individualization
Assessment critical for teachers to identify learning achieved





‘Lead’ teacher can take on role of the ‘support’ teacher and vice versa
All pupils have access to the same curriculum and interventions are
integrated
Shared language and experience which makes collaboration easier and
allows both teachers to be aware of the progress of pupils
All pupils can access both teachers as required, teachers are not assigned to
pupils
Various forms of assessment can be done by the lead teacher, support,
teacher or both teachers

Parallel Teaching








Alternative Teaching


Teachers teach the same content to two groups of pupils in the same
physical space, a significant advantage being a reduced pupil-teacher ratio
Suitable at all class levels
Often very useful in a multi-grade setting
Clear learning focuses important
Co-planning important
Assessment critical for teachers to identify learning achieved







One teacher manages the large group while the other teacher delivers an
alternative lesson, or the same lesson with alternate materials or
approaches, to a small group of pupils for a specific instructional purpose
The smaller pupil-teacher ratio benefits the pupils when they are learning
difficult concepts because they are better able to interact with the teacher
to clarify misconceptions or extend understandings
Teachers can also work with pupils of exceptional ability and challenge their
specific needs while the remainder of the class is working under the
direction of the second teacher
Teacher collaboration may lead to more targeted lessons and pupils may
benefit from being exposed to multiple teaching styles

Teaming Teaching





Both teachers are responsible for planning and they share the instruction of all pupils.
The lessons are taught by both teachers who actively engage in conversation, not lecture to encourage discussion by pupils.
Both teachers are actively involved in the management of the lesson and behaviour management.
Sometimes used along with another model of co-teaching, for example comprehension strategy, problem solving, mental maths. Each teacher has an active and
equal role
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Video Analysis
Oral Language Video Junior Infants

Please tick which models are
evident in the video:

What elements of good practice relating to team teaching
can be seen?

Teaming Teaching
Alternative Teaching
Parallel Teaching

Why might these models have been chosen?

Lead and Support Teaching
Station Teaching

What are the benefits or challenges of these models?

Are there any alternative models that could have been
chosen?
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