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Oral Language Text Types
and the Primary Language 

Curriculum
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• Collaboratively explore the Oral Language strand 
of the Primary Language Curriculum

• Develop an understanding of the spoken text 
types

• Explore the teaching of a spoken text type using 
the Gradual Release of Responsibility

• Clarify the role of assessment in the teaching and 
learning of Oral Language

Objectives
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The Elements of Oral Language

Understanding

Exploring & Using

Communicating
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Oral Language Development in 
Context

Communicating

Exploring and Using

Understanding
Teach a Variety of 
Spoken Text Types

Conversations

Discussions

Interest Talks

Questioning & 
Interviews

Storytelling

Arguments  & Debates

Oral Reports

Instructions

Storytelling
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Structure

Language 
Features

Speaking and 
Listening Skills
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Teaching the Spoken Text Types

Familiarisation 

Modelled Speaking and Listening

Discovering the Framework

Modelled Speaking and Listening

Discovering the Framework

Shared Speaking and Listening

Guided Speaking and Listening

Independent Speaking and Listening
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How will progression be recognised?

Assessment
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Teaching the Spoken Text Types

Familiarisation 

Discovering the Framework

Discovering the Framework

Modelled 

Shared 

Guided 

Independent 
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Familiarisation: 
Exposure to Storytelling

• Teacher telling stories

• Listening to audio books

• Watching video excerpts of storytelling

• Reading good samples of narrative

• Sequencing stories

• Scéaltaas Gaeilge

• Invite a storyteller into the classroom
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Discovering the Framework

Pupils and teachers co-create ‘living’ 
charts together

Structure
Language 
Features

Speaking and 
Listening Skills



w
w

w
.p

d
st

.ie

©PDST 2014

Unspoken/Broad 
Rules

•Speaker

•Audience/Listener

•Turn-taking

•Adjacency Pairs

•The floor

•Repair

Use of the Voice

•Volume

•Intonation

•Stress

•Pitch

•Pause

•Pronunciation 

•Markers 

Use of the Body

•Proximity

•Eye contact

•Affective displays

•Kinesics

Developing Listening and Speaking Skills
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Storytelling in Action

•Teacher uses ‘think aloud’ to model effective 
storytelling
•Teacher refers to ‘living’ charts for structure, 
language features and speaking and listening 
skills

Modelling

•Teacher elicits input from the pupils e.g. What 
might happen next in the story?Sharing

•Pupils do the speaking and listening in pairs or 
groups with help from the teacher or other 
sources at pre-determined points

Guiding
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Independent Speaking & Listening

What is 
working 

well?

Even 
better if..?
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Discovering the Framework:
Living Charts Activity 

• Argument & Debate

• Oral Reports

• Giving Instructions

• Group Work

Structure
Language 
Features

Speaking and 
Listening Skills
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Vocabulary Lists and Rubrics
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Oral Language Learning

Gradual Release of Responsibility 

Learning Outcomes 

Planning

Instructional Model

Assessment
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The PDST is funded by the Teacher Education Section (TES) 

of the Department of Education and Skills (DES) and is 
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