
Using Digital Technologies 
to enhance learning and 
assessment in the MFL 

classroom
Siobhan O’Sullivan

Hodson Bay Hotel
29th February 2020

@0812Siobhan
@PDST_TechinEd

@PDST_MFL
#MFLAlive



To format the body text, 
simply highlight the 
specific line(s) of text 
and click ‘tab’ or press 
‘increase/decrease list 
level’ button. If you 
continue to click the 
‘Tab’ button and the 
text turns red you have 
tabbed too far and 
should use the 
‘decrease level’ button 
to return to compliant 
text.

Do not use the bullet 
point button to format 
your text.

Overview

We will: 

Investigate a range of digital resources, interactive tools and 
applications designed to actively engage and assess learners

Explore how teachers to access and share resources using Scoilnet
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What do these have in common?
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Digital Strategy and Digital Learning Framework

“Realise the potential of digital 
technologies to enhance teaching, 
learning and assessment so that 
Ireland’s young people become 

engaged thinkers, active learners, 
knowledge constructors and global 
citizens to participate fully in society 

and the economy.”

Digital Strategy 2015-2020 (P.5)

https://www.education.ie/en/Publications/Policy-Reports/Digital-Strategy-for-Schools-2015-2020.pdf%20
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What does the DLF look like?

Dimension

Domain

Standard

Statement of 
Practice

Dimension
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Exploring the statements of practice
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What language(s) do you teach?

https://www.mentimeter.com/s/c784784d750cc068dbaf8bd356a82632/99d80ca39ccf
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Content Creation
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Storyboard That

Create a storyboard showing your hobbies/your family, etc. 
www.storyboardthat.com 

https://www.storyboardthat.com
https://www.storyboardthat.com/
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Digital Storytelling

Enables pupils to create multimedia resources 
using images, voice, text and music which can be 
shared with peers and the wider community.

Digital stories in a variety of formats may be 
published on the school website, virtual learning 
environment or made available on the school’s network to other classes.

Creating digital stories will enable pupils to learn how to be safer and more 
responsible digital publishers as they learn about copyright, citing sources and 
the responsible use of personal information and images.
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The power of digital storytelling

Digital storytelling supports student understanding of subject area 
knowledge, in overall academic performance, as well as writing, 
technical, presentation, and research skills.

Students’ higher order thinking, social, language, reflection and artistic 
skills are positively affected when their teachers use digital storytelling 
in their classroom.  

 Yuksel, Robin, & McNeil (2010)
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Adobe Spark Video

Web tool and iOS app

Single sign-on with Google

Users can add photos, icons, video, text, music and voiceover to create 
their own digital stories

Templates can be used to simplify the process

Finished story can be embedded on websites and blogs

spark.adobe.com  

https://spark.adobe.com
https://spark.adobe.com/
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Adobe Spark Video

https://spark.adobe.com/video/BFmGPTQLjcp6J
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Sharing the completed video

https://spark.adobe.com/video/A7OLuyKHgHklG
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Suggested Activity

Create a video about a topic of your 
choice using Adobe Spark Video on spark.adobe.com 

Share the link to your video on 
padlet.com/PDSTDIGTECH/MFL2020

Use the planning sheet on the Padlet wall to guide you

https://spark.adobe.com/
https://padlet.com/PDSTDIGTECH/MFL2020
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Assessment
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Student Response 
Systems

https://getkahoot.com/
http://edpuzzle.com/
https://www.mentimeter.com/
https://socrative.com/
https://goformative.com/
https://www.quizalize.com/
https://goformative.com/


Student Response Systems

Student 
Response 

System

Teacher poses 
question(s) to 

students

Each student 
submits an answer 

to the question 
using a device

Teacher views 
chart showing 

results from whole 
class

Teacher adjusts 
teaching (if 

necessary) based 
on responses



To format the body text, 
simply highlight the 
specific line(s) of text 
and click ‘tab’ or press 
‘increase/decrease list 
level’ button. If you 
continue to click the 
‘Tab’ button and the 
text turns red you have 
tabbed too far and 
should use the 
‘decrease level’ button 
to return to compliant 
text.

Do not use the bullet 
point button to format 
your text.

Benefits of using student response systems

Initiates a deeper interaction with students during class, particularly in a large 
cohort setting

Leads to increased student attention, class enjoyment and enhanced learning

Questions can be used to test understanding with the benefit of 
response-specific feedback from the teacher afterwards

Provides a scaffold for allowing “safe” interaction to take place, removes “cloaks 
of invisibility” from students and reduces the inhibiting “fear of failure” in front 
of classmates

Middleditch & Moindrot (2015)
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Wizer.Me

Easy to access and use

Students and teachers can sign in with Google, Edmodo or Microsoft or 

with just an email and password

Explore subject specific worksheets, copy and edit them

Can view how long a student took to complete the worksheet, provide 

general and question specific feedback to students, download responses 

and grade-book as CSV files

http://app.wizer.me/
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Wizer.Me

Go to https://app.wizer.me/learn/NVTJZV 

Sign in with NAME only - first and last name needed and create a 

password

Do not enter your email

Complete the worksheet

Then create an account as a teacher and make your own worksheet

https://app.wizer.me/learn/NVTJZV
http://app.wizer.me/
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Flashcards

Free resource to support specific vocabulary instruction and keyword 
acquisition

Stacks can be created and shared by students and/or teachers

Fun activities/games to engage students
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Using Scoilnet
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Scoilnet

www.scoilnet.ie 

https://www.scoilnet.ie
https://www.scoilnet.ie/go-to-post-primary/mfl/
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Why use Scoilnet?

Over 20,000 resources reviewed and mapped to the Irish curriculum by 
Irish teachers

Upload and share resources you’ve created or found, supporting peers 
in a community of practice

Create Learning Paths as a means of grouping collections of resources

Access World Book Online for trustworthy multimedia content
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Linked to Junior Cycle

http://scoilnet.ie
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TeacherCPD.ie

Courses include:

Introducing Digital Portfolios
Digital Information and Data Literacy
Introduction to Tablets
Using Online Tools
Social Media and Webwise Teachers
Safer Internet Use in the Classroom
Digital Images and Copyright
Scratch for Learning
ICT in the MFL Classroom
Developing a Digital Learning Plan for your School
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Looking for Inspiration?

pdsttechnologyineducation.ie/en/Good-Practice/Videos/Post-Primary 

https://www.pdsttechnologyineducation.ie/en/Good-Practice/Videos/Post-Primary
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Next steps...

Include digital learning on the agenda of every subject 
department meeting

View good practice videos

Share good practice



Slides available at 
http://bit.ly/mflalive2020  

http://bit.ly/mflalive2020
https://www.mentimeter.com/s/c784784d750cc068dbaf8bd356a82632/99d80ca39ccf
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