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• To consider the role of oral practice in the MFL 

classroom

• To explore practical strategies for teachers encourage 

students to speak the TL

• Share best practice with other practitioners

Aims of the workshop
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Language Acquisition

Listening

Understanding

Repetition

Speaking

Reading

Writing
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Think, pair, share
What are the challenges? 
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Pronunciation

Challenges identified by the Chief Examiners 
reports

Gaps in 
vocabulary

Varied use of 
tenses

Role play not 
known
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 Ice-breakers 

  Getting students talking!
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 Strategies

Word tennis Entrance/Exit strategies
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● An assortment of completely random words

● Amusing or interesting pictures

● Vocabulary to review

● “Would you rather” questions?

● Writing prompts

● Quotations

● Useful idioms

●

“Conversation Box”
A place to keep oral language resources
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Find someone who?

Keep asking fellow students what music they 
like until you find the answer to your 
particular question  “find someone 
who….loves rap music!”

You may limit it to one particular question/ form
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Put a poster/ image up on the board OR 
give a board each to a group of 4

• Each group needs X 2 dice

• Cards are useful 

• Throw the dice and locate 
the topic. Now, ask your 
partner a question about 
that topic.
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Add topics or questions into the sides of foam dice. 

Students in pairs or small groups throw the dice and speak 
spontaneously on the topic that they land on (teacher can specify a 
minimum number of sentences if desired).

Foam dice 



To format the body text, 
simply highlight the 
specific line(s) of text 
and click ‘tab’ or press 
‘increase/decrease list 
level’ button. If you 
continue to click the 
‘Tab’ button and the 
text turns red you have 
tabbed too far and 
should use the 
‘decrease level’ button 
to return to compliant 
text.

Do not use the bullet 
point button to format 
your text.

“Roll and work”
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• Define it in English

• Act it out

• Use it in a sentence in the TL

• Give  a synonym or an antonym

• Say the word with a feeling/ sentimento

•  Pick another card

Roll and work dice has 6 
sides each says one of 
the following…….
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Formative 
activities
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Conversation cards

Each student picks a card and “pair & share” questions/ answers.
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In what other ways could the 
conversation cards be used? 
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Read aloud - class, rows and individuals.

Use different styles  e.g. surprised, scared, excited etc.

Differentiation - length of text.

Reading aloud
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       Puppets
                      

Using the class puppet a student 
asks the class questions or 
answers them
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● 1. Puppetry has the capacity to reach across cultural and social 

barriers as well as appeal to all range of ages.  

● 2. The audience will “hook” their  eyes on the puppet even if  the 

puppeteer was a novice.

● 3. They are entertaining as well as educational.

● 4. Theatre games and puppetry performance  skills increase student’s 

ability to respond empathically to others.

(Lesley Smith)

Why use puppets?
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“Puppets speaking French” project with Ms 
Fiona Cogan and Ms Ellen Barrett (CBS 

Midleton)
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Images of sock 

puppets 
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What did you think about using 
puppets in French? (students were 

asked to give feedback)



Sock puppets by students
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Scaffolding for oral language activities is essential in order to enable 

students to feel confident, secure and able in their language 

activities.

Scaffolding oral language activities
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Gradual Release of Responsibility Model
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Gradual release of responsibility 
model example: 

“Read 5”. 

• Aim: gain confidence in speaking publicly and practice 
pronunciation. 

• Materials: a list of 5 sentences in the TL that contains pronunciation 

aspects of the TL that need to be practiced

(W is pronunciation is V in German, gli sound in Italian, -ent in French, 
ce= th in Spanish )
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● Step 1: Teacher reads out x 5 sentences in the T.L. out in class.       
(I do it) 

● Step 2: In chorus students read the sentences together with the 
teacher.

       (We do it)

● Students in pairs read the sentences together without the 
teacher.

       (You do it - together)

● Read one sentence one by one (sitting down) on their own. 

● Read standing (up at their desks) one by one.  

Steps to speaking aloud in class. 
“Read 5”
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 (Extra step) Read at the top of the room with a friend (in pairs or in 
threes) together. (Return to doing it together)

 Read lines on their own at the top of the room. (with or without 
props).

You do it. 
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Scaffolding

Mind map

Think-Pair-Share 

Picture  Sequences
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Success Criteria (change to 
image and key words)

Success criteria are essential  

for providing concrete 

parameters of a task to 

students of what they need to 

do in order to be successful.

“Process” and “product” criteria.

   * Process criteria is the “how” 

and the support provided by the 

teacher during the task. 

* Product criteria is the “what”, 

the checklist by which we judge 

success.
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• Students equate an ability to speak in the target language with 

learning the language.

• Students believe that what they can produce in unrehearsed 

situations is what they really know.

• Theories of language learning highlight interaction as the primary 

site of learning.

Why is spontaneous language 
important?
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Discuss.

What are the challenges and solutions to 
achieving “spontaneous language”?



● 30 Second challenge

● Snakes and ladders

● Language tokens 

● Leaving Cert oral ‘speed dating’

● Ice breakers can be useful 

● Put HYPER DOCS – one prepared already – it is like a 

padlet wall – portal to learn more about it. 

Ideas ....strategies 
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Students in pairs or small groups play snakes and ladders 
and must speak spontaneously on the topic that they 
land on, using the verb/language cues provided.

Snakes and ladders
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Snakes and ladders
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Language Tokens;
Students are given “tokens” when they use 

spontaneous language. (positive note home if 
they get so many of them)

Je parle français!

Ich spreche 
Deutsch!
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Pronunciation issues

1. Discuss the issue with 

students (ideally at the start 

of 5th year) - it’s a relief for 

them to know its an issue 

for all LC candidates*

2. Through day-to-day oral 

and reading tasks, identify 

and list the main core 

sounds/problem words which 

regularly cause difficulty 

3. Practice and reinforce 

these where they occur in 

everyday phrases. 

4. Create a ‘top five’ list of 

pronunciation errors specific 

to your class and focus on it. 
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Step 1 - discussion

• openly discuss how 
nervous students can feel 
about speaking or 
mispronouncing words

• explain how repeated 
practice will really help 
them improve

• talk to them about how it 
might be difficult at the 
start to be open to 
spontaneous talk but how 
eventually they will feel 
more confident
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• Empathic dialogue can take place when a teacher tells a story that 

takes the pupils back in time to a situation / challenge that is 

familiar to them. “I too faced the same challenge as you do 

now...”

• My personal strategy: I have a few introductory “learned 

sentences” that I say in new situations in Italian. 

•   ……..an illustration about learning the TL for the first time, 

sharing past challenges with students……

Questo è il treno per Napoli. 

V Questo è il treno per Napoli?

Empathic dialogue helps....
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• Students’ performance in oral tasks strongly related to their 

confidence - public speaking/presentations

• Often afraid of feeling out of control

• Talk to students about feeling anxious about speaking the target 

language?  (Its normal*)

• Ask yourself – as a teacher, do I worry my students' pronunciation 

‘bad habits’ are ingrained? and does this affect my teacher 

confidence in their oral skills?

• Focus on day-to-day work towards fixing the most urgent 

pronunciation issues (creating a ‘top five’ can help).  

Xenoglossophobia 
Tackling student anxiety 
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STEP 2 - Identifying words 
and sounds causing problems

● Students SCAN for 
words they may not 
understand

● Then student READS
(approx) one sentence of 
text and teacher 
highlighted words at 
issue as the reading was 
ongoing.  

● Combined with basic 
question and answer 
oral sessions, a ‘top five” 
list of main pronunciation 
errors was compiled and 
worked on.

Example of how teacher 
and students ‘looked for’ 
the main pronunciation 
issues facing students.
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Step 3: practice and 
reinforce

Improving pronunciation is 

not instant – it will take a 

period of time 

What helps? 

• students listening to each other reading 

aloud

• students engaged in speaking tasks 

where they are asking and answering 

each other 

• one-to-one work with students where 

possible
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FRENCH
1.-ent of present tense verbs (ils 
doivent, ils parlent)

2. –ille of famille, gentille

3.-ain, aim, ein, -in, -im, -ym sound: 
intelligente, pain, impossible, 
peint…
4. liaison – mes amis; ils aiment....

5. last consonant – dans, il part, les 
devoirs…

Step 4: Our ‘top five’ list!

SPANISH
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GERMAN

1.w: pronounced V in German 

(Wagen  = vagen)

2.v: pronounced F in German  

(Volk = follk)

3.ei: pronounced I in German 

(Blei = bly)

4.ie: pronounced E in German 

(Frier - freer)

5.Z: pronounded TS in German 

(Zum = tsum

ITALIAN
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Benefit - getting students 
to formulate the 
questions from 
memory/actively using 
their tenses - really helps 
them to understand 
what is being asked 

Leaving Cert oral ‘speed dating’

1. Half of the students are 
‘examiners’ and half are 
‘candidates’, sitting 
opposite each other. 

2. Part 1 - examiners stay 
sitting and candidates 
move seat after they have 
answered one question 
from each examiner. 

3. Part 2 - examiners become 
candidates and do the 
same. 
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StoryboardThat

Spark Adobe

Tellagami

Let’s recap

Digital resources for oral work



To format the body text, 
simply highlight the 
specific line(s) of text 
and click ‘tab’ or press 
‘increase/decrease list 
level’ button. If you 
continue to click the 
‘Tab’ button and the 
text turns red you have 
tabbed too far and 
should use the 
‘decrease level’ button 
to return to compliant 
text.

Do not use the bullet 
point button to format 
your text.

Chief Examiners’ Reports



To format the body text, simply 
highlight the specific line(s) of 
text and click ‘tab’ or press 
‘increase/decrease list level’ 
button. If you continue to click 
the ‘Tab’ button and the text 
turns red you have tabbed too far 
and should use the ‘decrease 
level’ button to return to 
compliant text.

Do not use the bullet point 
button to format your text.


