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The Theory of Team-Teaching
‘…a group of two or more teachers working together
to plan, conduct and evaluate the learning activities
for the same group of learners.’ Goetz, 2000.
Benefits:
-

Creates a collaborative learning atmosphere
Allows you to provide differentiated learning experiences
Supports sharing of good practice/ resources
Allows teachers more time with students
Can be easier to manage the classroom
Inclusion/ Reach students that may not be eligible for additional supports

Challenges:
-

Teachers could feel undermined
Finding time for teachers to plan and reflect
Can create complications for students if not explained properly
Need for good relationship among teachers
Managing debriefing sessions in a constructive and respectful way
Issues of control and power: Who is in charge?

My Experience with Team-Teaching
Heywood: I was asked to come into labs for 6th year Ag.
Science, with my then co-operating teacher.
- He had 8 experiments set up and asked me if I would help
go around to each station to help the students get through
the experiments.
- This helped the students get through the lab experiments in
an efficient manner but also I gained valuable experience
with an exam class and a different method of carrying out
lab in the class
Callan CBS: Since the return from the Christmas holidays I have
being team-teaching a second year science class.
⁻ The students in the class are a very mixed ability so one of
us help the weaker students to try get them up to speed
while the other leads the class. This alternates from class to
class.

As a student teacher I
get invaluable
experience of being in a
classroom with an
experienced teacher.

Communication is key.
Discuss what is going to
be covered before the
class, afterwards reflect
on how the class went.

Students get
feedback on
their work much
quicker.

School management
are very interested to
see how team
teaching works and
have requested to
observe a class later
in the semester

Can be slightly
confusing for
student at first as
they do not know
which teacher to
ask a question.

