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The Rock Cycle

Helen OôConnor and Laura Lynch

PLANNING AND PREPARATION

Explored various methods of team teaching and decided on

parallel teaching for this lesson

Discussed student ability within class (required for visiting

classroom teacher)

Established roles for lesson ïwhen to lead and when to

support

Planned content of lesson using resources from both teachers

Established learning intentions for lesson

BENEFITS OF TEAM TEACHING

Teachers enjoyed working together during planning process

Weaker students were given more support during the lesson

Opportunity for more able students to extend their learning

Promotes active collaboration amongst staff and students

BARRIERS TO TEAM TEACHING

Time! Time to prepare and time to reflect!

Roles would need to be established for correction of work,

feedback to parents etc.

LEAVING CERT 

CURRICULUM

LEARNING INTENTIONS

For students to understand the rock cycle 

For students to be able to explain the rock cycle in their own words

LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Starter ïAFL activity ï10 Questions ïwhat do the students already know about the

rock cycle?

What do they want to know?ïrefer to Leaving Certificate Curriculum

óMagentaPrinciplesôused throughout lesson: Sequence activity, reduce activity and

replace activity

PlenaryïAFL activityï10 Questionsïwhat have the students learned?

Homework Activity ïReview and consolidate learning from lesson using graphic

organiser / mind map describing and explaining the rock cycle

STUDENT FEEDBACK

ñThe lesson was fun and active!ò

ñMy teacher helped me more than usualò

ñI felt that I had to work harder than I usually doò

ñThe teachers looked like they were having fun!ò

TEACHER FEEDBACK

ñ I could spend more time with the weaker studentsò

ñI could challenge the more able studentsò

ñLetôs do it againò


