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Overview of today's seminar 

           Session 1
             9.30-11.00

Recap Seminar Day 1
Examine Visual Studies Framework/Content Areas
Explore the Framework Elements

Tea/Coffee Break 11.00 -11.15

            Session 2
11.15-1.00

Consider how Visual Studies will support teaching and learning

Investigate Visual Studies Content Area 1, 2 & 3 in relation to the written 

work/component 

Lunch 1.00- 2.00 

            Session 3
            2.00-3.30

Investigate Visual Studies in relation to the practical work.
Explore the opportunities provided by Collaboratives
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Key Messages

The teaching and learning approaches in Art will place the learner at the centre of the 

educational experience, developing their ability to learn throughout their lives. Reflective 

practices will allow the learner to build on their knowledge and develop their capacity for critical 

and analytical thinking.

Leaving Certificate Art aims to develop in learners the knowledge, skills, understanding and 

values needed to bring an idea to realisation and to respond to, understand, analyse and 

evaluate their own work and the work of others. 

Through engagement with the learning opportunities envisaged in the new Art Specification, 

learners will be empowered to reflect and make connections across their learning in Senior Cycle.

Workbook Page 3 4

Visual Studies supports all aspects of Art at Senior Cycle. The exploration of Visual Studies should 

influence the learners' own thinking and making. By researching, creating and responding to work, 

learners will know, make connections and understand the work they make as well as work by other 

artists. 
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ScoilnetPDST WebsiteSchool Visits
Collaborative 
Professional 
Development 

WebinarsSeminars

PDST 
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Timeline of Support
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National Seminar Day 1
Term 3 April 2021

Collaborative 1
Term 1 Jan/Feb 2022

National Seminar Day 2
Term 1 Nov - Jan 21/22

Webinar Autumn 21
Term 1 Sep/Oct 2021

National Seminar Day 3
Term 2 March 2022

Collaborative 2
Term 1 2022

National Seminar Day 4
Term 1 Sept/Oct 2022

Webinar 2
Term 2 Jan  2023

National Seminar Day 5
Term 2 March 2023

Collaborative 3
Term 3  2023
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By the end of this session participants will: 

have reflected on the learning that occurred during National Seminar Day 1.

have gained  a deeper understanding of the importance of Visual Studies and 

its role in the teaching and learning of Art. 

have explored the Framework Elements through collaboration. 

8

become familiar with Visual Studies; the Framework and the Content Areas.
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Ice Breaker: 
Getting to know one another 
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Recap: National 
Seminar Day 1
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Key Skills
Strands
Strand Units
Learning Outcomes

Oscar Wilde, Danny Osborne 
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Leaving Certificate Art 

180 hours 
class contact 
time.
First Exam 
2023

Differentiation
Through the learning 
outcomes of the 
specification

In the process of 
teaching and learning

Through assessmentOverview of Assessment

Assessed at both Ordinary and 

Higher level

Practical Coursework 50%

Practical Examination 20%

Written Examination 30%
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How will this translate for the learner ?

Senior Cycle Key Skills 

Rationale 
Aim
Objectives

13

Well-being
Increased self worth
Sense of 
achievement
Enjoyment
Person fulfilment 

To expose students to the world of 
living artists, bringing in 
artist/designers and giving them a 
feel of the process and what 
working/living as an artist might 
be like 

Communicate ideas through 
their own art practice- 
reflect on their ideas, 

process and realised work.  

Self evaluation
Being proud of their own 

work in front of peers-
Taking a bow 

Expressing 
ideas.

Culture and 
diversity.  

Learning how to develop 
and take responsibility for  

their own research 

Develop 
informed 
decisions 

Encourage 
discussion, 

debate 
personal 

responses

Explore/ 
learn from 

each others 
traditions
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The Leaving Certificate Art Strands and Strand Units
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   Create
 Strand Unit
  2.1 Making
  2.2 Contextual
  enquiries
  2.3 Process
  2.4 Realisation/
   Presenting

 Respond
Strand Units
3.1 Analysis
3.2 Contextual enquiries 
3.3 Impact and value
3.4 Critical and personal        
reflection 
3.5 Process 

Research
Strand Units
1.1 Looking
1.2 Recording and 
documenting
1.3 Experimenting and 
interpretation
1.4 Contextual enquiries
1.5 Process
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The Learning Outcomes

15

It is important to remember that Learning Outcomes should be achievable to 
each learner’s ability level. Leaving Certificate Art Specification Page 13.

Learning OutcomesStrands Units
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Reflection
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In your workbook on page 11 
we have provided space for 
you to reflect on the 
information/learning from 
National Seminar Day 1. 

Helen Mac Mahon 



To format the body text, simply 
highlight the specific line(s) of 
text and click ‘tab’ or press 
‘increase/decrease list level’ 
button. If you continue to click 
the ‘Tab’ button and the text 
turns red you have tabbed too far 
and should use the ‘decrease 
level’ button to return to 
compliant text.

Do not use the bullet point 
button to format your text.

Leaving Certificate Art - Visual Studies  
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Link:https://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/Art/

June 2020 - Art
Specification with Appendix 
A: Visual Studies
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Visual Studies 
The study of the visual expressions of all aspects of 
culture, created by past, recent modern and 
contemporary societies, is called Visual Studies. By 
researching, creating and responding to work, 
students will learn to know and understand the work 
they make as well as works by other artists.

Leaving Certificate Art Specification Page 13

CODE

18 Strandstuff, Paddy Lennon 
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CODE

19 Strandstuff, Paddy Lennon 

Visual Studies Framework 
The Visual Studies Framework was developed and sets 
out to answer three main questions that are important 
to Visual Studies: What was created? How was it 
created? Why was it created?

The Visual Studies Framework supports teachers and 
students in planning for teaching and learning. 

Leaving Certificate Art Specification Page 23
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Broad Overview: 

Visual Studies 
Visual Studies 

Framework

6 Elements

The Learner Written WorkPractical Work 

Visual Studies 
3 Content Areas



To format the body text, simply 
highlight the specific line(s) of 
text and click ‘tab’ or press 
‘increase/decrease list level’ 
button. If you continue to click 
the ‘Tab’ button and the text 
turns red you have tabbed too far 
and should use the ‘decrease 
level’ button to return to 
compliant text.

Do not use the bullet point 
button to format your text.

21

Visual Studies 
Content Areas

1. Europe and the 
wider world
2. Ireland and its 

place in the wider 

world

3. Today’s world

A Closer Look: Visual Studies

6 Elements
Context 

Artists and Artworks
Analysis

Art Elements and Design Principles
Media and Areas of Practice

Innovation and Invention

Visual Studies Framework 
● Before the period/movement 
● The period/movement 
● After the period/movement
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● Romanesque and Gothic(c. 

1000 – 1500s) 

● The Renaissance – Proto, Early, 

High Renaissance & Mannerism 

(c. 1300 – 1600s)

● Baroque (c. 1600 – 1700s)

● Realism, Impressionism and 

Post-Impressionism (c. 1850 – 

1900s)

● Modernism (c. 1900 – 1960s)

● Post 1960

1. Europe & the wider world

● Pre-Christian (c. 4,000 BCE – 

500 CE)

● Insular (c. 500 – 1100s)

● Late Medieval Architecture and 

Art (c. 1100 – 1550s)

● Georgian period (c. 1720 – 

1800s)

●  Irish Art and Modernism         

(c. 1880 – c. 1960s)

● Post 1960

2. Ireland & its place in the 
wider world

For the written component one section of focus within content area 1 
AND one section of focus  within content area 2 must be studied.
For the written component all section of focus, in content area 3 

must be studied.

● Artists: Theory and thinking

● Artists: Processes and media

● Art as Social Commentary or 

Commentator

● Art and the Environment

        3. Today’s world

It should also be noted that Content Area 3, Today’s world, should not be seen in isolation and students need to be 

made aware that links can be formed with Content Areas 1 and 2, Europe and the wider world and Ireland and its 

place in the wider world. Leaving Certificate Art Specification Page 29. 

Workbook Page 13 & 14

Visual Studies Content Areas and the related 
sections of focus  
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The Visual Studies Framework Elements

CODE
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Description

The Card Players, Paul Cézanne

Element

6 Elements
Context 

Artists and Artworks
Analysis

Art Elements and Design Principles
Media and Areas of Practice

Innovation and Invention

Visual Studies Framework 
● Before the period/movement 
● The period/movement 
● After the period/movement
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Tea/Coffee 
Break 
15 minutes

‘Bite Me’ (Crabapple study),Shevaun Doherty
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Leaving Certificate Art 

National Seminar Day 2
Session 2

Eddie Doherty.25
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By the end of this session participants will: 

have considered how Visual Studies will support teaching and learning.

26

have identified and become familiar with the new terminology associated with Visual 

Studies and the critical and visual language that supports it.

have investigated the Visual Studies Content Areas 1, 2 & 3 and explore the application of 

the Framework to the written work, through an inquiry based approach.
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Visual Studies : Considerations for teaching and learning
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What are your key findings?

 Citadel 1, Claire Halpin Workbook Page 16
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Applying the Framework: Content Area 1 and 2
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Students should understand and be able to 

describe, explain and discuss; 

● Before the period/movement, 

● The period/movement 

● After the period/movement

They achieve this by using the Six elements.  

Workbook Page 42
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During your investigation 

of the Section of Focus did 

you identify opportunities 

where it could be used to 

support/inform/influence 

the student’s practical 

work?

Sections of Focus: Content Areas 1 and 2 

29

Select one section of focus from either 

Content Area 1 or 2. 

 

Use the Six segment honeycomb poster 

to facilitate discussion and debate 

considering all the framework elements 

in relation to your selected section of 

focus.

Record the learning that can be realised 

in each framework element on post it 

notes and place them  on your poster.
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The Visual Studies Framework: Content Area 3 
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All sections of focus, in content area 3 must be 
studied.

Today's world broadly covers critical literacy and contextual 

inquiry to decode, decipher and make meaning from a range 

of art-led experiences that students can study locally, 

nationally, internationally or virtually. Students are 

encouraged to explore, experience and reflect on art and 

culture in their everyday lives through four sections of focus. 
Leaving Certificate Art Specification, Appendix page 26.

Workbook Page 19-20
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Content Area 3 and its related sections of focus
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To varying degrees, all four 
Sections are interconnected 
and should be referred to, 
where relevant.
Leaving Certificate Art 
Specification, page 29

Artists: Theory and Thinking

Art and the Environment 

Artists: Processes and Media

Art as Social Commentary or Commentator

Are there connections 
between the sections of 
focus?Considering the section of 
focus that you have been 
given-what is the student 
learning about?

Workbook Page 21-22
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Artists: Theory and Thinking

Artists: Processes and Media

Art as Social Commentary or Commentator

Art and the Environment 

Art Led Experiences

Content area 3: Today's World  Exploring the sections of focus 
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Lunch 1pm - 2pm
Lunch in the field, Shane Keisuke Berkery 33
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Evelyn Sorohan34
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By the end of this session participants will: 

have considered the interlinked approach to the study of both the practical and 

written components of the new Leaving Certificate Art Specification. (Create, 

Research, Respond)

 have gained an understanding of the collaboratives; their organic and bespoke 

nature.

35

  have examined the relationship between the Visual Studies Framework and the

practical work.

explored the application of the Visual studies framework elements to Content 
Area 3  for the written component.
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Applying the Framework: Content Area 3

36

 
Section Of Focus
Example Of Visual 
Study: Street 
Art/Public Sculpture

It should also be noted that 
Content Area 3, Today’s 
world, should not be seen in 
isolation and students need 
to be made aware that links 
can be formed with Content 
Areas 1 and 2, Europe and 
the wider world and Ireland 
and its place in the wider 
world.

To varying degrees, all four sections are interconnected and should be referred to, where relevant.
Leaving Certificate Art Specification Page 29
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Visual Studies and the Practical Work
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Visual Studies: Content Areas 1 and 2
Within the field of Visual Studies, students will learn about the different media that contemporary/modern and 

historical artists have used, and how it affected the art of their time and reflected the society and period they 

lived in. Students will learn that the choice of media in creating work can be very important for an artist and 

will also understand how this relates to choices they make for their own work. Leaving Certificate Art Specification Page 28

Visual Studies: Content Area 3
This (content area 3) will give students the opportunity to experience, appreciate and study examples of art 
and culture that exist in their everyday lives, which can support their creative thinking, making and reflective 
Processes. Leaving Certificate Art Specification Page 29

Advice for students
Your teacher will support you in this study and in the use and application of the Visual Studies Framework.
While you are studying these examples of Visual Studies you may also find that they are useful in terms of the 
work that you are currently making.
 https://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/Art/Advice-for-teachers-and-students/

https://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/Art/Advice-for-teachers-and-students/
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How can Visual Studies enhance and build on the 
learning that is happening in the students’ practical 
work?
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Process

Practice

Materials 
Technique

Theme

Art 
Elements

Process

Composition
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The Visual Studies Framework and the Practical Work 

39

 

As part of their 

practical work 

throughout senior 

cycle students should 

refer to elements of 

Visual Studies as 

appropriate.
https://curriculumonline.ie/Senio
r-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/Ar
t/Advice-for-teachers-and-stude
nts/

Context Artist & Artwork Analysis

Media & Areas of 
Practice

Art Elements & 
Design Principles

Innovation & 
Invention 

Learners will be 

enabled to interact at 

their own level 

through the use of 

strategies for 

differentiated 

learning.

Leaving Certificate 

Art Specification 

Page 14

Workbook Page 24

https://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/Art/Advice-for-teachers-and-students/
https://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/Art/Advice-for-teachers-and-students/
https://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/Art/Advice-for-teachers-and-students/
https://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/Art/Advice-for-teachers-and-students/
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Planning for teaching and learning

40

Visual 
Studies

Art 
Sketchpad

Primary
Sources

Stimulus 

What to 
consider when 
planning for 
teaching and 
learning in Art

 Areas of              
  Practice 

Differentiation

The 3 Strands

Strand Units

Learning 

Outcomes
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Planning for teaching and learning

Visual 
Studies: 

Broighter 
Collar

Art 
Sketchpad:
Open

    

Primary
Sources

Stimulus: 

Connection 

What to 
consider when 
planning for 
teaching and 
learning in Art

 Areas of              
Practice:
Clay 
Sculpture

Differentiation

Learning Outcomes
Research:
Create:
Respond:

41
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Collaboratives
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Collaboratives will take place over the coming years where 
teachers will be afforded the time and space to come together 
and work collaboratively, to discuss ideas or issues which have 
arisen in the full day seminars with other teachers. These 
collaboratives are designed to be responsive to the shared 
needs of the teachers. This is part of their organic and bespoke 
nature. These collaboratives will be offered at locations across 

the country in the evening time. While these workshops are 
very beneficial, they are elective.
 

What topics from Day 1 or 2 would you like to explore further?

www.menti.com
Polychromatic Shadow Configuration, Helen Mac Mahon 

Workbook Page 26

http://www.menti.com/i1oq6nd7s3
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Timeline of Support

44

National Seminar Day 1
Term 3 April 2021

Collaborative 1
Term 1 Jan/Feb 2022

National Seminar Day 2
Term 1 Nov - Jan 21/22

Webinar Autumn 21
Term 1 Sep/Oct 2021

National Seminar Day 3
Term 2 March 2022

Collaborative 2
Term 1 2022

National Seminar Day 4
Term 1 Sept/Oct 2022

Webinar 2
Term 2 Jan  2023

National Seminar Day 5
Term 2 March 2023

Collaborative 3
Term 3  2023
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Evaluation
 

Meade hall table, Martin Gallagher
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Reflection
What are your next steps?

Art Specification
Continue planning for Teaching and Learning
Visual Studies 
Register for the Collaboratives
Register for National Seminar Day 3

Thank You

 Head above water, Mark Conren 46

https://padlet.com/seniorcycleart/resources2

https://padlet.com/seniorcycleart/resources2

