
 
 

58
 

 

 

Counting Activities using Multiplication and Division 

These counting sessions should have: 

 A lively pace 

 Enthusiastic participation 

 Two or three different short focussed activities (variety will maintain interest) 

 Physical activity 

 Choral response 

 Individual response 

 

Pupils should develop the ability to: 

 Count forwards in different multiples of numbers 

 Count backwards in different multiples of numbers 

 Count forwards/backwards from different starting points. 

 

Some suggested activities include: 

Counting Stick 

multiplication facts.  Using facts the children know such as × 10 can help to provide anchor points and 

provide encouragement. Halving the 10 fact will produce the × 5 fact.  Doubles can also be used for × 

2 and × 4 and x 8, leaving less for children to memorise as instead they are applying known facts to 

unknown facts.  Initially post it notes in whatever × fact you are using can be used to scaffold the 

children, and removed as they gain fluency in a particular set of facts. (This links with another strategy, 

doubles below.  
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Rhythm Counting 

Use actions such as: clapping, slapping, tapping. Pupils chant times tables in time with the rhythm.

Musical instruments such as claves can work well to help establish a rhythm for counting in this way. 

 

Live Number Line 

Pupils are given large cards with a multiple of a particular number on them and are asked to line up in 

order of the sequence. Teacher/pupil then asks other pupils to swop with those in the line using 

differentiated instruction s  person 

holiday 6 

The Sound of a Number Game for Multiplication (also known as Counting Can)  

Teacher tells the children what multiplying sequence they are focusing on e.g. × 6.  Pupils close their 

eyes and for each cube dropped into the tin, the pupils count silently in multiples of 6 in their heads.  

As pupils get more proficient at this skill, the teacher can begin at different numbers, e.g. 24 and then 

pupils count on for each cube added.  When the teacher stops adding cubes, the questions can include: 

   This can be 

extended by giving the pupils the total and then removing some cubes and asking the pupils: I 

 

 
Stand and Sit  

Pupils stand and then sit while saying a particular multiplication sequence, for example for multiples 

of 4, stand when you say a multiple of 10.   

 
Clap and Snap 

Count forwards clapping in time, then count backwards snapping fingers in time. 

 

The following video shows the 
counting stick being used to learn 
the 17 times tables! 
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Stamp and Tap 

Pupils find a space facing the board. Count forwards in multiples of a particular number stamping feet 

in time. Stop at required number word and turn in opposite direction. Now count back tapping their 

shoulders in time. (Do this without pausing!) 

 
Show me 

Teacher shows flash cards with different products. Pupils show two possible factors for that product 

using number fans or individual whiteboards. 

 
Count Around 

Pupils stand in a circle and count around in multiples of a particular number, each child saying the next 

number in the sequence. Start counting at first multiple, pupil who says an even number sits down. 

Keep going until only one pupil is standing. (This can be varied using shorter/longer sequences, using

different starting/finishing points, doing it backwards, etc.) 

 
Counting Choir 

Divide class into 3 groups. Teacher is in the role of conductor, with a baton. Teacher begins to count 

in multiples of a particular number and then points the baton at one group to continue counting in 

unison. Teacher then points the baton at a different group who continue the sequence. 

 
Target Boards 

The Target Board is a very effective and versatile resource for mental/oral maths which can be placed 

on the whiteboard or wall.  Each target board is a collection of numbers.   When using target boards 

encourage pupils to share their thinking and explain their mental methods.  This helps pupils to realise 

there is more than one way to solve a problem.  Explaining how you worked out something is a 

powerful way of learning.  For example: (Adapted from Bird, 1999, p.12) 

 Tell me two numbers that have a product of 16. 
 Double each number.  Write down your answers. Discuss your strategy for doubles with your 

partner. 
 Divide each number by 3 and write down the remainder. 
 Multiply each number by 10.  Is there a quick way to do this?  Why does this rule work?
 Divide each number by 10.  Do you always get a whole number? Why? 


