School:
Team:

Galway Educate Together National School
Our team included Noelle Hayes (Deputy Principal),
Linda Howley (1st Class) (absent from photo),
Ross Duggan (1st Class), Emma Ryan (Senior Infants)
and Eavan Flanagan (Senior Infants).

Our School Context
Galway Educate Together National
School is a co-educational multidenominational school, situated in the
Newcastle area of the city. It was set up
in 1994 by a small group of parents. It
has grown significantly since then. We
currently have 45 staff members and
368 pupils.

Our Goal
We aim to nurture each child in all dimensions of their lives: social,
personal, and academic and to empower each child to become
independent life-long learners.

Research Question
How do we develop pupils’ understanding of the concept of time?

Planning Process
The planning process took place over two
days. We began each session by setting out
an agenda and assigning roles. We
revisited the 1999 Primary School
Curriculum Introduction document and
the Mathematics Curriculum documents as
our starting point. Then we examined
Marilyn Burns “Ten Big Maths Ideas”. We
had some rich discussions based on these
explorations and used them to construct
our goal and research question. Following
on from this we studied some maths texts
and websites to assist with planning our series of lessons on Time.
From this series of lessons, we selected one to be the research lesson
and decided which class to teach it in. Finally, we devised our
observation schedule.

Teachers’ Reflection on the project
Key learning
• key messages of 1999 PSMC still relevant
• power of observation as a tool for teaching and learning
• importance of taking time to reflect on teaching practices
• importance of including the overarching goal in all teaching.
Ensures the needs of every child are considered.

Implications of Lesson Study for whole school teaching
of Mathematics
• school mission to be considered in all
areas of planning
• active learning methodologies to be
utilised more in Mathematics
• need to consider the role of the
textbook in Mathematics lessons.

Opportunities
• revisit curriculum documents in detail
• collaboration with colleagues
• take shared responsibility for all pupils’
learning
• able to bounce ideas off colleagues
• step out of ‘comfort zone’ in a supportive environment
• upskill and reinvigorate practice.

Challenges
• taking a step back and allowing pupils more independence
• sustain lesson study and extend it to other classes and
curricular areas.

Possible solutions
• utilise ‘Croke Park hours’ to share experiences with colleagues
and to plan for further cycles

