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Niamh O’Brien and Miriam Walsh.

Our School Context
CETNS offers EDUCATION that is:
• Child-centred.
• Equality based.
• Co-educational.
• Democratically-run.
• Acknowledging the uniqueness
of each child.
• Nurtures creativity.
• Recognises individuality.

Our Goal
Meaning making – creating
new meanings by connecting
new experiences and learning,
to what we already know.
Instilling confidence in the children and letting the children independently find out how
to do it.
Habit of what they’re doing and why. Let the children learn and discover without prompt
from the teacher (No spoon feeding).
Teacher is the facilitator of learning.
Discovery learning.
Communication - Verbalising their thoughts.
Rewarding the children who made a mistake and learned from it e.g. “Well done! You’re
the child whose brain grew today”.

Research Question
“How can children’s prior experience in sorting be transferred to partitioning of 5?”

Teachers’ Reflection on the project
Key learning
• Children sorted using prior knowledge. Some were organising by size, colour and
randomly after that.
Sorted by size- 2 medium bears and 3 large.
Backpacks: 2 had backpacks and 3 with no backpacks.
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Junior Infants and partitioning of 5 in
Maths.
Lengthy discussion about the importance
of children applying their prior knowledge,
Ready, Set, Go program, partitioning of 5
and amended it accordingly.
We discussed different problems to solve including Grocery items, Dinosaurs,
Buttons, Zoo Animals and Spools to name a few. We concluded that as Ready, Set, Go
used Bears in their example we would also use these.
After our discussion we decided that we would present the children with a problem
and let them sort the bears based on this.

“5 bears are going on a camping trip. How many different ways can the bears share 2
tents?”
• Each group gets 5 bears to have the exact same attributes.
• As this lesson focused on problem solving it was agreed that we would present the
problem to the children and let them decide on the methods that they would use to
solve it.
• Observation schedule focused on three areas: 1. Problem solving 2. Integrating and
connecting 3. Communicating and expressing.

All groups made one property prior connections.
Template was too much. The children are still at a concrete stage.
No colours and no template next time. Just the bears and sheet.
Once they made it, collect their example and put it away with their names on it.
Conserve example and show the children with visualiser.
Morning time would be better time to do it as they expected playtime at 11 today.
It would be a hard thing to do as a teacher on your own, more feasible for team
teaching.
Planning for team teaching.
Only some were able to use higher order thinking to sort their bears though
struggled with explanation of why.
Children very much individual workers. One child did their one thing while the other
children something different.
Observation schedule not helpful. More confusing than not.
No mention of the number from the children, no mention of the tent or the initial
problem posed.
No language of sets or subsets being used.
Pictorial representatives of bears and tents on the board so that the kids can refer
back to the initial problem.
Use the actual Aistear tent and actual bears.

Conclusion
• Our biggest problem was lack of manipulatives.
• We have concluded that this activity should be done as station teaching.
Implications of Lesson Study for whole school teaching of mathematics
• The importance for working collaboratively.
• Problem solving and higher order skills at the core.
• Being aware of dispositions of learning and its importance.
Opportunities
• Collaboration
• Professional development.
• Reflective practice.
• Professional dialogue.
• Safe environment.
• Team Teaching.
Challenges
• time
Possible solutions
• Would have to be done voluntary out of school time. Need buy-in from teachers.

