School:

Ashbourne Educate Together National School,
Ashbourne, Co. Meath

Team:

The team involved in this Lesson Study Project included
Deirdre Donohoe (1st Class teacher), Sally Casey (2nd
Class teacher), Clara Donnelly (3rd Class teacher) &
Aishling Doyle (4th Class teacher).

Our School Context
Our school was established in 2012 under the patronage
of Educate Together. Since our establishment, the pupil
population has increased rapidly and we are expanding
at the rate of one class per year. Our classes currently
extend from junior infants to fifth class.

Our Goal
“For pupils to have a confident mind-set to apply and connect their
knowledge when engaging in maths.”

Research Question
“How is pupils’ reasoning of the
relationship between analogue
and digital times supported
through the use of concrete
materials?”

Planning Process
Having identified our research question, we
then tried to identify the sequence of
experiences that the pupils needed prior to
the teaching of the research lesson. The
sequence of experiences of the lesson took
time to discuss. Reference books, teacher
materials and online resources were
examined to give us more information and ideas for
the lesson. When the tasks, questions etc. were
identified and agreed upon, we then tried the tasks
out and made minor changes to ensure that the
pupils would be clear about what they had to do in
the task and also that we had a clear rationale for
using the task. We tried to discuss what possible
difficulties the pupils might have and what possible
misconceptions might occur.
Once we were happy with the structure of the
lesson we went about devising the observation schedule for the lesson. In
trying to answer our research question, we identified the data we needed to
get through the observation schedule. We decided to focus on individual
comments and conversations, and examples of how the children were

showing their understanding through the use of the concrete materials and
the teacher questions. We also asked the pupils to fill out a simple learning log
to gather additional insights into their reasoning and learning from the lesson.

Teachers’ Reflection on the project
Key learning
• time for us to reflect on how we might teach a topic
• the importance of using concrete materials to support pupils’ understanding
• the importance of creating a classroom climate conducive to the sharing of
knowledge
• importance of not planning too much in a lesson but giving time for
discussion to see the level of the pupils’ understanding, clarity in the
language of questions posed to children
• the importance of valuing mistakes and utilising them as part of the learning
• the importance of knowing what previous knowledge the children have in
relation to the topic valued the opportunity to look at current research in
relation to the topic
• planning is central to the success of the project
Implications of Lesson Study for whole school teaching of mathematics
• to use more concrete materials to support children’s understanding
especially in the middle and senior classes
• the importance of valuing the process over the product in our lessons
• to try to create a safe environment in the maths classes where the pupils can
feel confident to share their thinking
• to encourage the children to share their thinking either through oral or
written ways
• that assessment information helps to plan effective lessons and child led
assessment is useful too
• the benefit of collaborating with other teachers on an area of difficulty and
seeking suggestions from each other to help the children overcome them
Challenges
• ensuring the previous related knowledge was suitable for the content of the
lesson chosen to teach
• to focus on planning one lesson for such a long period of time
• the sustainability of the amount of time given to the project
• how to deal with unanticipated answers in the research lesson
• teaching too much in one lesson
• lesson study needs to be linked to CPD as it is not feasible to get substitute
cover for classes
Possible Solutions
• more time to plan collaboratively in our school

