
St. Columba’s Boys National School lies in the heart of Douglas
village in Cork city with approximately 390 children in attendance.
We pride ourselves in making the children the focus of all our
energy which is evident in
the dedication of the staff
and a vibrant school
community of parents,
grandparents and guardians
who work tirelessly together
for the betterment of all the
children. Ní neart go cur le
chéile.

Schol: St Columba’s Boys National School
Douglas, Cork.

Team: Liam Kelleher, Kellie Drennan, Jill Kelleher,
Paul Dervan

Our School Context

To design a lesson with real-world applications in which the
children could work collaboratively, helping them to hone
many social skills such as; communication, patience, empathy,
respect for others, compromise and tolerance. 
The desired learning outcomes of the lesson were: 
• Recognise the value of money and use money in a grocery

shopping context 
• That the children would use their strategies to work out

problems and tasks involving addition and subtraction of
money

Our Goal

What strategies do children use to solve mathematical
problems involving money when not given any prompts from
the teacher?

Research Question

We selected the 3rd class for our
lesson study group
Strand: Measures    
Strand Unit: Money   
Theme: What’s for Dinner?

The rationale for the lesson: 
Learning to deal with money is an
essential and necessary life skill.
Some children find the concept of money challenging and often
misconceive coins and notes as different currencies.  Children need
opportunities to work as a team, develop oral language skills and
be able to discuss and justify their strategies.

Planning Process

Key learning
•   The benefits of planning a lesson

collaboratively allowed us to
  brainstorm different options for
  the lesson and to spot potential
  pitfalls

•   Some understanding of the
  children's prior knowledge would
  have been beneficial in preparing
  the lesson. Our warm-up activity
  was too easy for the class. 

Implications of Lesson Study for whole school teaching of
mathematics
•   Importance of relating money to real-life scenarios 
•   Importance of using concrete materials when teaching money 
•   Interactive lessons are vital to get better engagement from

  children

Opportunities
•   Teacher collaboration
•   Professional development
•   Time for reflective practice
•   Professional dialogue
•   Experience of Team Teaching 

Challenges
•   Overly complicated worksheet
•   Catalogues did not have enough variety to make a balanced

  meal
•   Children’s lack of understanding of a balanced healthy meal
•   Some children found it a challenge to work as part of a team
•   Ran out of time. Not enough time to do a proper assessment 

Possible solutions
•   Provide catalogues with more options for meat, vegetables and
carbohydrates

•   Simplify the worksheet
•   Assign different roles within teams to facilitate more teamwork

Teachers’ Reflections on the project

Lesson hook: 
The teacher is inviting a friend to their house and needs help in
planning what to have for dinner. Children must help select
appropriate foods from catalogues (ideally a balanced meal) which
they think would be suitable for dinner.  They must then calculate
the total value of the meal and how much change they would get
from €10 or €20.


