
Requests, Questions and Interactions

Creating Podcasts

Benefits of Podcasting

Playful/ Engaging - When pupils love what they’re doing in the classroom they are instantly engaged.
Listening to the pupils' voice and allowing them explore their own topics for podcasts enhance the learning
experience.

Active Learning - Active learning engages pupils in the process of learning through activities and/or
discussion in class, as opposed to passively listening to an expert. Using podcasts in the classroom
enables pupils to construct new knowledge and build new skills.

Oral Interactions - The importance of oral interactions is stressed throughout the curriculum in both
English and Gaeilge, with specific reference to pupil-pupil and teacher-pupil interactions. Using podcasts,
pupils can use their oral language skills in real-life situations.

Section 6 of the PLC – “The curriculum recognises that technology can be used as a tool for literacy
development and learning. The definition of ‘text’ in the curriculum refers to all products of language use
including electronic and digital. Appropriate use of digital technologies in the classroom can help pupils to
demonstrate knowledge, skills and understanding in accordance with the learning outcomes for all three
strands of the curriculum.” PLC, p50

Anchor is a powerful mobile app and web tool that allows you record a podcast anywhere and distribute it everywhere.
Audacity is a free programme that allows you to record sounds straight to your computer (you need a microphone) and edit them
afterwards. This is very popular with languages teachers and podcasters.

What tools do I need to create a Podcast?

In podcasting, the producer records the audio (mobile device / computer), edits it, and then distributes it via the web. Podcasts sometimes
resemble radio programmes as some podcasters add music and various sound effects to their recorded audio. There are many different
recording and editing apps available ranging from free, no registration apps to more complex paid apps. For example:

The MP3 file format is widely used in podcasting because it is both of good audio quality and it produces a more manageable file size.
When the podcast has been edited, pupils can upload the file to a Google Drive account and then share it with a link on a school or class
website or alternatively on a suitable podcast host site.

What is a Podcast?

A podcast is an audio story created to
share ideas, presentations, or music.

Pupils can use podcasts in the classroom
to interview each other, tell stories, create

newscasts, hold debates or run radio
shows. Schools may decide to use

podcasts to record guest speakers and
publish their presentations online.
Podcasts are a wonderful way of

communicating with the wider community
and an exciting learning experience when

considering Oral Language L.O.7 –
Requests, Questions and Interactions.
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How can I integrate podcasts into my classroom?

Here are some specific ideas for integrating audio recordings in your classroom when considering L.O. 7, Requests, Questions and Interactions:

Before You Begin...

There are many fantastic podcasts for pupils online which might serve as a “mentor text” and a means of familiarising yourself with the format / layout.

Using the Podcast Reflection Sheet in e-bulletin 6, take some time to explore the key features of an effective podcast.

Where do I start?

Podcasting follows many of the steps associated with storytelling:
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https://www.weareteachers.com/best-podcasts-for-kids/

