
 
 

    
 

 

 

 

Leaving Certificate Computer Science (Phase 2) – Part time 

positions 

 

Introduction 

 

The Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST), in collaboration with Computers in 

Education Society of Ireland (CESI), is offering exciting opportunities for teacher educators across the 

post primary and third level sectors to participate in a unique and innovative approach to the 

development of a framework of support for teachers for the next phase of the new Leaving Certificate 

Computer Science subject. 

 

Successful candidates will be able to avail of up to five days training and will be eligible to work for 

up to twenty days in an academic year. Details on remuneration are included in the appendices to 

this advertisement.   

 

Background Information  

 

Phase 1 of Leaving Certificate Computer Science began in September 2018 with 40 schools offering 

the subject for examination in 2020. The next phase of the subject’s introduction will take place in 

September 2020. Planning is now underway for the range of professional supports that will be 

provided to support existing teachers of Computer Science, those involved in this phase of the 

rollout and continued support into the future. Responsibility for the provision of teacher Continuing 

Professional Development (CPD) in Computer Science rests with the Professional Development 

Service for Teachers (PDST).  

 



 
 

    
 

A Framework to support Computer Science at Leaving Certificate level has been developed by the 

DES in collaboration with the Computers in Education Society of Ireland (CESI) and the PDST. A 

dedicated Forum has been established to implement the framework and to develop a long term plan 

for the ongoing support of Leaving Certificate Computer Science in Ireland. 

  

A first step in this regard, is to meet the needs of teachers in the next phase of the rollout of 

Computer Science by supporting the Professional Learning opportunities being provided by the 

PDST. These will be designed and delivered by the partners involved in the Forum.  

 

There is an immediate opportunity for appropriately qualified people to engage in this exciting 

and innovative design and delivery process. Successful candidates will be employed on a part-time 

basis as Associates by the PDST to support a team of full-time Advisors. 

 

The PDST are particularly interested in attracting applications from colleagues working in third-level 

institutions. This would be beneficial in developing a dialogue between the teacher support services 

and academics and researchers in third-level.  

 

Benefits of being a PDST Associate includes engaging professionally to support teachers which 

contributes to one’s own ongoing Professional Development and disposition towards lifelong 

learning.  

 

Eligibility  

 

In addition to post primary qualified teachers, PDST are seeking people from a third level 

background. This can include a mixture of researchers, academics, Ph. D students or others with a 

strong computer science background.  

 

Applicants will be required to hold as a minimum a primary degree in Computer Science (or 

equivalent) and will be proficient in: 

 designing and implementing computer programs and systems; 



 
 

    
 

 computational thinking; 

 solving problems, using mathematics;  

 a range of programming languages and; 

 tackling large software engineering projects.  

 

Candidates should also have a good knowledge of: 

 computer hardware networks and telecommunications; 

 information management; 

  computers and society.  

 

Selection Process 

Application for an associate position with PDST should be made by completing and submitting an 

online application form available on https://pdst.ie/recruitment 
 

The following are the details of Application and Appointment: 

1. The closing date for applications is 1530h on Jan 8 2020. 

2. Shortlisted candidates will be required to attend group interviews which will be held on Jan 

11 2020 in Kildare Education Centre, Friary Road, Kildare Town, Co. Kildare.  

3. Successful candidates will be required to attend training on January 16, January 21 and one 

other date prior to the end of January 2020 and will be required to commence work towards 

the end of May 2020. 

 

The job description for Leaving Certificate Computer Science Advisors is contained in the attached 

Appendix. 

 

Appendix   
 

https://pdst.ie/recruitment


 
 

    
 

Remuneration: Associates will be paid for work undertaken in accordance with standard Teacher 

Education Section (TES) rates. Therefore they will be entitled to payment for travel, subsistence and 

time spent on CPD design and delivery.  

 

1.1 Lecture fees 
 
In line with previous guidelines the rates for lecture fees are as follows: 
  
(a)  Applies to all Lecturers excluding teachers lecturing in school time 
 
Hourly rate:   

 €46.98 for one hour stand-alone lecturing contact period 

 €40.63 for each hour where a lecturing contact period of more than one hour is in question in a 
day, subject to maxima of €203.16 per day and €812.63 per week 
 

(b)  Teachers lecturing in school time    
 
Hourly rate:                                                                                                    

 €35.55 for one hour stand-alone lecturing contact period 

 €27.93 for each hour where a lecturing contact period of more than one hour is in question in a 
day, subject to maxima of €139.67 per day and €558.68 per week 
 

[Note: School time in the context of teacher lecturing fees is time for which substitution is claimable] 
 
The Lecturer Fees advised in this guideline DO NOT take into account the Pension Levy as defined 
under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest Act 2009 or the Revision of Pay of 
Civil Servants as defined under the Financial Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (No. 2) Act 
2009 because the rates advised in this guideline are paid by Education Centres who are not public 
bodies and therefore do not come under the auspices of the above mentioned acts.  If other 
bodies or organisations are using this guideline then the onus is on theses bodies or organisations 
to verify that they are not obliged to make deductions as defined by the above mentioned acts.  
The Teacher Education Section cannot and will not accept responsibility for any deductions made 
or not made in relation to Lecturer Fees in error.   

 

Travel and subsistence rates are payable in line with normal public service regulations.  

 
Job Description: 

The Advisor for will typically carry out a range of the following tasks: 



 
 

    
 

 Deliver and facilitate continuing professional development associated with Leaving Certificate 

Computer Science to teachers and school leaders in a range of settings including: national 

seminars, evening workshops, school-based support, facilitated cluster meetings, 

communities of practice, teacher professional networks and on-line support; 

 Work with teachers and school leaders to promote and demonstrate exemplars of effective 

teaching and learning strategies, approaches and methodologies in regard to Leaving 

Certificate Computer Science including coding in Python and Javascript; 

 Support the embedding of digital learning into teaching, learning and assessment; 

 Facilitate personalised learning and support inclusive approaches to teaching, learning and 

assessment for Leaving Certificate Computer Science; 

 Contribute to design and the preparation of resource materials for professional development 

and support for Leaving Certificate Computer Science; 

 Contribute to the maintenance and development of existing web-based support for 

Certificate Computer Science; 

 Undertake training and skills development, as required. 

 

  

 


