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Language learning is 
an integrated process

Key messages from rationale pg. 18 -23 

Children learn 
language through 

interactions

Role of the teacher is 
to support

Encourage children to 
engage personally and 
think critically about a 

broad range of text

Enable children to fully 
engage with and enjoy a 
wide range of relevant 

and meaningful linguistic 
& communicative 

experiences

Promote a positive 
disposition towards 
communication & 

language

Key messages from aims pg. 26-27 

Key messages from learning outcomes  

LO 1 Engagement LO 2 Motivation & 
Choice 



Explicit 
Instruction 

Social 
Interaction

Choice

Range of 
texts 

Feedback 

Time

Fundamentals for fostering 
Motivation & Engagement in Literacy

http://curriculumonline.ie/Primary/Curriculum-Areas/Language-New-Junior-infants-2nd-class/Progression-Continua-English-and-Irish/Reading-Progression-Continuum
http://curriculumonline.ie/Primary/Curriculum-Areas/Language/Learning-Outcomes-English-and-Irish/Learning-Outcomes
http://curriculumonline.ie/Primary/Curriculum-Areas/Language-New-Junior-infants-2nd-class/Support-Material-for-teachers
http://curriculumonline.ie/Primary/Curriculum-Areas/Language-New-Junior-infants-2nd-class/Examples-of-children-s-language-learning-and-devel


Feedback Task 

The wind howled thrugh the steets and the rain bownced
off the pavements. The few people who were out huried
head down not looking from doorway to doorway. Alll
escept one man who coatless and alone carried a big wet 
bag.

Learning Intention: Create a mood in our writing through 
descriptions. 



Effective Feedback 

“Feedback is information about the task that fills the gap 

between what is understood and what is aimed to be 

understood.”

(Hattie & Clarke, 2018) 

50 29 15



How does this type of feedback link with our definition of 
feedback? Does it fill the gap? 



Timing 



Shared Learning Intentions 

"What do I want them to learn (not do - an important distinction)?”

(Hattie & Clarke, 2018) 

WALT: Write a step by step procedure.



Appropriate Challenge 

Comfort 
Zone 

Learning Zone 

Panic/challenge  
Zone 



Celebrate Errors 

Anyone who has never 

made a mistake has never 

tried anything new. 

Albert Einstein

The only man who never 

makes a mistake is the man 

who never does anything. 

Theodore Roosevelt 

I’ve missed more than 9000 shots in my career. I’ve lost almost 300 

games. 26 times I’ve been trusted with the game winning shot and 

missed. I’ve failed over and over and over again in my life. And that 

is why I suceed.

Michael Jordan 



Feedback and Assessment Process 

Goal 
Setting 

Gathering 
Evidence 

Instruction 
How will I 

get there? 

Learning 

Experiences 
Where am I 

going? 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Where am I now and 

what are my next 

steps? 

Assessment 

supported by 

progression continua 
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Reading Instruction



Rich and Varied Reading Experiences

Read Aloud

6-step guided reading approach

Literature Circles

Deep/Close Reading

Critical Thinking & Book Talk

DEAR Time

Readers’ Theatre





What was the 

purpose of each 

read? What did you notice 

about how the 

children interacted 

with the text?

Can you give some 

examples of effective 

prompts the teacher 

used?



Features of Close Reading

At its heart, close reading 
is about showing our 
students that some texts 
are worth that level of 
attention.             
(adapted from Fisher & 
Frey, 2012)

Short 
Passages

Complex 
Texts

Limited 
Frontloading

Repeated 
Readings

Text-
Dependent 
Questions

Annotations



Writing Instruction



Effective Writing Instruction 

1. Writing needs to be explicitly taught. 

3. Writers write to put meaning on the page. 

2. Children deserve to write for real purposes and audiences. 

4. Children deserve the opportunity and instruction necessary 
for them to cycle through the writing process as they write

5. Writers read. 

6. Children need clear goals and frequent feedback.



• Choosing a topic 
• Planning

Pre-writing 

• Let all ideas 
in – flow  

• Message is 
key

First Draft • Mechanics of 
writing –
spelling, 
grammar, 
punctuation 

Proof Reading 

• Word choice 
• Plot, setting, 

mood theme
• Does what is on 

the page match 
intentions? 

Revising 

• Not all text will 
be taken to 
publishing stage

• Real audience 

Publishing 

The Writing Process 





Whole Class
Mini-Lesson 

approx. 10mins

Independent Writing 
20-30 mins

Teacher Conferences 
3-4 children daily

Small group mini-lessons 

Share Session/Author’s 
Chair 

5-10mins

Management and 
Organisation 
(when necessary) 

Process 
(when necessary) 

Conventions 
(approx. 1-2 a week) 

Craft 
(approx. 3-4 a week)

The Writers’ Workshop



Craft Mini Lesson  

What did you 
notice about 
the lesson? 

‘Giving students a chance to ponder a new 
possibility in their writing’ (Kissel et al, 2013) 

https://player.vimeo.com/video/168796591


Structure of Mini-Lessons – GRR  

• Teacher explains… What do good writers do at the start of 
a story? To describe? Using dialogue. (Real Texts) 

• Teacher thinks aloud/demonstrates (modelling)

• Guided practice in pairs

• Independent practice ( If you are starting your story 
perhaps think about an effective story starter). 



Show children “how to read like writers who gather 
inspiration for their own writing by seeking out mentor 
writers and mentor texts.” (Fletcher, 2011) 



Whole Class
Mini-Lesson 

approx. 10mins

Independent Writing 
20-30 mins

Conferences 
3-4 children daily

Small group mini-lessons 

Share Session/Author’s 
Chair 

5-10mins

Management and 
Organisation 
(when necessary) 

Process 
(when necessary) 

Conventions 
(approx. 1-2 a week) 

Craft 
(approx. 3-4 a week)

The Writers’ Workshop



Conferencing 

• Short approx. 5mins 
• 3-4 daily 
• 80% child talk 20% 

teacher (teacher as an 
inquirer) 

• Teacher notes concerns 
and areas of expertise

Boosting self-
confidence 

A check-up on how 
things are going 

Self-evaluation 

Solving problems 

A check-in 

How do I get ideas 
for informational 
writing?

Doing OK? Need 
any help?

Did what we talked 
about yesterday 
work today?

What are you 
learning
as a writer lately?

Wow! Look how 
developed that 

character is becoming!



Small Group Mini-Lesson 

• Small group of children 
• Grouped according to their identified needs 
• Short, focused and direct teaching 
• Interactive 
• Modelled, shared, guided practice 



Whole Class
Mini-Lesson 

approx. 10mins

Independent Writing 
20-30 mins

Teacher Conferences 
3-4 children daily

Small group mini-lessons 

Share Session/Author’s 
Chair 

5-10mins

Management and 
Organisation 
(when necessary) 

Process 
(when necessary) 

Conventions 
(approx. 1-2 a week) 

Craft 
(approx. 3-4 a week)

The Writers’ Workshop



Share Session 

• Author defines the purpose of the share and the 
responses required 

• Read aloud writing – fluency
• Feedback from a real attentive audience 
• TAG – Tell, Ask, Give 

Tell me how this 
story makes you 

feel? 

Tell me what you 
think the main 

point is?

Can you ask me any 
questions you had after 
listening I want to know 
what extra details I need 

to add?

I’m trying to use some 
interesting descriptive words. 
Can you tell me the ones you 
liked and give me some ideas 

for more? 

https://player.vimeo.com/video/168796710


Mary’s Classroom 

Top Tips 



Priorities activity 


