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Motivation and Engagement

Research suggests that 
reading engagement is 
more important than 
students’ family 
background (Gambrell, 
2011).

Motivation is the most 
important pointer to 
high achievement in 
writing (Alexander, 
2010). 
the least

Motivation is assumed to 
be of particular 
significance because it 
affects the amount and 
breadth of students’ 
reading, which, in turn, 
facilitates the 
development of reading 
competence (Wigfield & 
Guthrie, 1997).who enjoyed 

reading the least



Language learning is 
an integrated process

Key messages from rationale pg. 18 -23 

Children learn 
language through 

interactions

Role of the teacher is 
to support

Encourage children to 
engage personally and 
think critically about a 

broad range of text

Enable children to fully 
engage with and enjoy a 
wide range of relevant 

and meaningful linguistic 
& communicative 

experiences

Promote a positive 
disposition towards 
communication & 

language

Key messages from aims pg. 26-27 

Key messages from learning outcomes  

LO 1 Engagement LO 2 Motivation & 
Choice 



Social 
Interaction

Range of 
texts 

Feedback

Time

Choice

Explicit 
Instruction 

Fundamentals for fostering 
Motivation & Engagement in Literacy
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Take a moment now to 

discuss the range of 

texts that are available 

to us in our classrooms. 

Mime

Photographs

Magazines

Videos
Podcasts

Novels

Picture 

Books

Poetry

Webpages

Something 

not yet 

invented



A Range of Texts

To encourage children to 

engage personally with and 

think critically about a broad 

range of spoken, gesticulated, 

written and multimodal texts 

(PLC Aims, pg. 27) 



Multimodal Text

Multimodal texts include the 

combination of a variety of 

forms of communication such 

as print text, digital text, visual 

images, audio (e.g., a 

performance or event) and 

spoken word. (PLC Glossary, 

pg. 110) 



Guided reading using a multimodal text

• Before reading

– Text introduction

– Strategy Check

• During reading

– Independent reading

• After reading

– Returning to the text

– Response to the text

https://www.literacyshed.com/
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Social Interactions

“Providing opportunities for collaboration and social interaction 
in literacy, enhances cognition, fosters intrinsic motivation, and 

increases achievement” 

(Guthrie, et al., 2007)



We weren’t afraid 
to give our ideas, 
nobody is wrong.

We had to figure 
out what the 
message was.

We talked 
without 

interrupting each 
other and 

listened to other 
opinions.

We did it together!

The Dialogic 
Classroom 
(Alexander, 

2010)

Collective

Reciprocal

SupportiveCumulative

Purposeful

While we didn’t know what 
the poem was about we 

knew it would tell a story 
and we had to work 
together to answer 

questions.



Social Interactions in the Classroom

(Gambrell et al., 2015; Roche, 2015; Edmunds and 
Bauserman, 2006; Beers, 2003)

Say 

Something
Think, Pair, 

Share

Literature 

Circles

Collaborative 

answering of 

questions 

Save the 

last word 

for me

Author’s 

chair



Social interactions in a Dialogic Classroom

What do you notice about the child 
to child and teacher to child 
interactions in this video?

Are there examples of Alexander’s 
five principles of a dialogic classroom 
in this video?

The 
Dialogic 

Classroom 
(Alexander, 

2010)

Collective

Reciprocal

SupportiveCumulative

Purposeful
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What choices can children 
make about their oral 
language, reading, writing?



I don’t know what to write 

Getting 

started by 

association

Expert lists

Class chart 

of shared 

experiences

Modelling 

drawing 

ideas from 

text

Topic Tree
Pre-writing 

discussion





I don’t know what to read

Read 

aloud

Read & 

tease

Book-

jacket 

board

Library 

visit

‘Good 

books’ 

box

5-finger 

rule 

Child’s 

Interests

Talk 

about 

authors

Book 

sells

(Beers, 2003)





Value

Libraries in schools
“Cinderella of the education system: dusty, dismal and 
unappreciated” (Coghlan 2008)

Child Voice

Ever-evolving
Aesthetically 

pleasing

Diversity

(Mc Carthy, 2016)



Library Services in Ireland

http://www.librariesireland.ie/
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Time
‘What I’ve Learned About Effective 
Reading Instruction’ (Allington, 2002) What is the author’s 

key message in this 
extract? How might 
this influence your 
practice?



Key Learning


